Government of the Community

remaining before us, that from these honoured dead we take
increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last
full measure of devotion ; that we here highly resolve that
these dead shall not have died in vain; that this nation,
under God, shall have a new birth of freedom, and that
government of the people, by the people, for the peopk, shall
not perish from the earth ". This is also the ideal of the
Great Britain of to-day.

How the machinery of modern civic and central govern-
ment is to be taught rests with the teacher. One method is
the historical. The method of approach might follow the
plan briefly outlined as follows.

In Saxon times, the country was a nation of yeomen.
Groups of villages formed a * hundred ' and the meeting of
this hundred was called the * hundred moot'. When the
whole nation met it was called the * folk moot * and this was
presided over by the king. Eventually was formed the
' witan *, and this was the parliament of the day. It was
composed chiefly of nobles and clergy. During the Norman
times which followed, the king became more despotic. The
Great Council which ruled was composed of earls, barons,
archbishops, bishops, abbots, etc.; but the ordinary people
had no representation.

During Plantagenet times great reforms were instituted,
and the State assumed control over the Church. During the
reign of King John the people began to assert themselves,
and led by the barons, forced the signing of Magna Carta.
This great charter claimed briefly that the kw of the land is
above the rulers.

In 1295 the first complete model parliament assembled.
It was composed of the clergy, the Lords and the Commons.
But kter the country, suffering from the effects of civil war
(the Wars of the Roses), general lawlessness, robbery and
piracy, needed strong control, and despotism from the
throne began again. This was aided by the institution of
tie Star Chamber. No wonder, therefore, that during the
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